(Published in The Journal Record APRIL 22 ,2026)

ORDINANCE NO. _ 28 071

ORDINANCE DECLARING A MORATORIUM UNTIL DECEMBER 31,
2026, ON THE ACCEPTANCE OF NEW APPLICATIONS FOR
PROCESSING OF AND ISSUANCE OF REZONING REQUESTS AND
PERMITS, INCLUDING BUILDING PERMITS, THAT WOULD ALLOW
CONSTRUCTION ON, EXPANSION OF, OR USE OF PROPERTY FOR A
DATA CENTER LOCATED IN THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY;
PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN PENDING REZONING
REQUESTS; PROVIDING FOR AN APPEAL PROCESS; PROVIDING
FOR EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES; PROVIDING
SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, currently Chapter 59 of the Oklahoma City Municipal Code, 2020, as
amended, known as the Oklahoma City Zoning and Planning Code (“Zoning Code”), does not
have a specific use unit or specific regulations identified for data centers; and

WHEREAS, historically, data centers in Oklahoma City have been on a small scale, or
associated with a specific office or business use, and they did not generate the potential negative
impacts that have now become associated with new, larger-scale data centers; and

WHEREAS, large-scale data centers cause potential issues related to water usage,
electrical usage, noise , heat, air quality, infrastructure issues, and various other potential impacts
on the citizens of Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has entered into a multi-phase contract with White and
Smith Planning and Law Group of Kansas City, Missouri, to update the City’s development-related
codes, including the Zoning Code; and these changes are intended to implement the City’s

Comprehensive Plan (PlanOKC) and address the challenges with existing City regulations; and



WHEREAS, the City is currently in Phase 2 of the Zoning Code update and is currently
reviewing the City’s zoning use unit classifications including the addition of a use unit for data
centers and battery storage systems and associated components and regulations related thereto; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the intent of PlanOKC and the Zoning Code to promote the
health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of Oklahoma City, and to allow for the proper
study of regulations on land uses, the holding of public hearings and the adoption of amendments
to the Zoning Code and other regulations related to data centers are critical, and an emergency
exists that requires the declaration of a temporary moratorium on the acceptance of applications
for the processing of and issuance of all rezoning requests and permits, including building permits,
for the construction on or use of property for new or expanded data centers; and

WHEREAS, the declaration of such a temporary moratorium will allow the City Council
time to evaluate the full scope of the potential impacts of data centers and to determine the
appropriate regulations to be applied to data centers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OKLAHOMA CITY:

Section 1. A Moratorium is hereby declared on the acceptance of new applications for
processing of and issuance of rezoning requests and permits, including building permits, that
would allow for the construction on, the expansion of, or the use of real property located in the
City of Oklahoma City for data centers. No application for such a rezoning or a permit, including
building permits, for construction or expansion of a building or structure for such use shall be
accepted or processed by The City of Oklahoma City, and no permits, including building permits,

shall be issued for the same during the term of this Moratorium.



Section 2. Any firm, person or business entity aggrieved by any determination made
by the Planning Director or Development Services Director under the terms of this Ordinance may
appeal such determination to the Board of Adjustment as provided in Chapter 59 of the Oklahoma
City Municipal Code, 2020, as amended. The Board of Adjustment is hereby authorized to grant
variances from the terms of this Ordinance to relieve an unnecessary hardship, provided the
purpose and intent of the Ordinance is met.

Section 3. The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply only to applications for the
processing of and issuance of rezoning requests and permits, including building permits, for the
construction and/or expansion of or use of property for data centers which are filed after the
effective date of this Ordinance as set forth in Section 4 below; provided, this Ordinance shall not
apply to the pending Applications for rezoning known as PUD-2105 (located at [-40 and Frisco
Rd.) and PUD-2124 (located at NW 23" Street and Frisco Road), or to any permits, including
building permits, related thereto.

Section 4. This Moratorium shall become effective immediately upon its adoption, and
shall remain in full force and effect for the shorter of December 31, 2026, or the effective date of
an amendment to the Zoning Code related to the adoption of new use units and regulations
associated with data centers by the City Council, after which it shall automatically expire and be
null and void; provided that the expiration date of the Moratorium may be modified by the
enactment of a subsequent ordinance of The City of Oklahoma City.

Section 5. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance or any part
thereof is for any reason found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision

shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance or any part thereof.



Section 6. An emergency is hereby declared to exist for the preservation of the public

peace, health, safety, and welfare by reason whereof this Ordinance shall take effect immediately

upon its adoption and publication.

INTRODUCE AND READ in the open meeting of the Council of The City of Oklahoma

City, Oklahoma, this_21ST dayof  APRIL 2026.

PASSED by the Council of The City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, this _ 21ST day of

APRIL 2026.

SIGNED by the Mayor of The City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, this _ 21ST _ day of

APRIL , 2026.

THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY
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ADOPTED WITH EMERGENCY.

MEMORANDUM S

4/21/2026

The City of
OKLAHOMA CITY

TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM:  Craig Freeman, City Manager

Ordinance to be introduced and adopted with emergency, declaring a moratorium until December
31, 2026, on the acceptance of new applications for processing of and issuance of rezoning requests
and permits, including building permits, that would allow construction on, expansion of, or use of
property for a data center located in Oklahoma City; providing an exception for certain pending
rezoning requests; providing for an appeal process; providing for effective and expiration dates;
providing severability; and declaring an emergency.

Background:

An ordinance was prepared to declare a temporary moratorium on the acceptance of new
applications for processing of and issuance of rezoning requests and permits, including building
permits, that would allow for the construction on, the expansion of, or the use of real property
located in the City of Oklahoma City for data centers. The ordinance also provides an exception
for certain pending rezoning requests, an appeals process, severability and the declaration of an
emergency to make the Ordinance immediately effective.

The Oklahoma City Zoning and Planning Code does not currently have a specific use unit or
regulations identified for data centers. With the increase of land use for large-scale data centers,
the potential negative impacts need to be fully explored, including water usage, electrical usage,
noise issues, infrastructure issues, and various other potential impacts on the citizens of Oklahoma
City. Additionally, the City is currently updating the Zoning Code and reviewing the City’s zoning
use units and regulations, including the addition of a use unit for data centers and associated
components.

The declaration of a temporary moratorium will allow the City Council time to evaluate the full
scope of the potential impacts of large-scale data centers and to determine the appropriate
regulations to be applied to the data centers.

Recommendation: Ordinance be introduced and adopted with an emergency.




City Council Action
Financial Impact Report

Title of Item: Ordinance to be introduced and adopted with emergency, declaring a moratorium until December
31, 2026, on the acceptance of new applications for processing of and issuance of rezoning requests and permits,
including building permits, that would allow construction on, expansion of, or use of property for a data center
located in Oklahoma City; providing an exception for certain pending rezoning requests; providing for an appeal
process; providing for effective and expiration dates; providing severability; and declaring an emergency.

Or igmatmg Depal tment: The Clty Managel S Ofﬁce

Descr:ptwn of Impact

The financial impact of this ordinance is inherently unquantifiable; however, realized financial impacts are
expected to be minimal specifically because the ordinance establishes a temporary moratorium with defined
expiration. Consequently, any potential financial effects would be the result of activity being deferred for a short
period, rather than a permanent loss.

This reasoning applies equally to both the business community and the City organization, as presumably any
associated revenue to the City would be simply delayed but not lost follow the expiration of the moratorium.

The financial impact upon residents is likewise minimal, however this group carries the largest potential risk
from the consequence of proceeding without the moratorium and its associated review of zoning code and other
related effects from these types of facilities. The risk to the resident stems from their reliance upon the shared
resources necessary to operate the data centers, property values, and other potential impacts,

a. Cost to City Organization: $0

b. Cost to Citizens: 30

¢, Cost to Business Community: 30

d. Revenue Produced: 30
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