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ORDINANCE NO. -----

ORDINANCE DECLARING A MORATORIUM UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 
2026, ON THE ACCEPTANCE OF NEW APPLICATIONS FOR 
PROCESSING OF AND ISSUANCE OF REZONING REQUESTS AND 
PERMITS, INCLUDING BUILDING PERMITS, THAT WOULD ALLOW 
CONSTRUCTION ON, EXPANSION OF, OR USE OF PROPERTY FOR A 
DATA CENTER LOCATED IN THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY; 
PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN PENDING REZONING 
REQUESTS; PROVIDING FOR AN APPEAL PROCESS; PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

WHEREAS, currently Chapter 59 of the Oklahoma City Municipal Code, 2020, as 

amended, known as the Oklahoma City Zoning and Planning Code ("Zoning Code"), does not 

have a specific use unit or specific regulations identified for data centers; and 

WHEREAS, historically, data centers in Oklahoma City have been on a small scale, or 

associated with a specific office or business use, and they did not generate the potential negative 

impacts that have now become associated with new, larger-scale data centers; and 

WHEREAS, large-scale data centers cause potential issues related to water usage, 

electrical usage, noise , heat, air quality, infrastructure issues, and various other potential impacts 

on the citizens of Oklahoma City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has entered into a multi-phase contract with White and 

Smith Planning and Law Group of Kansas City, Missouri, to update the City's development-related 

codes, including the Zoning Code; and these changes are intended to implement the City's 

Comprehensive Plan (PlanOKC) and address the challenges with existing City regulations; and 
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MEMORANDUM

The City of
OKLAHOMA CITY

Council Agenda
Item No. XI.  U

4/21/2026

 . 

TO: Mayor and City Council

FROM: Craig Freeman, City Manager

Ordinance to be introduced and adopted with emergency, declaring a moratorium until December 
31, 2026, on the acceptance of new applications for processing of and issuance of rezoning requests 
and permits, including building permits, that would allow construction on, expansion of,  or use of 
property for a data center located in Oklahoma City; providing an exception for certain pending 
rezoning requests; providing for an appeal process; providing for effective and expiration dates; 
providing severability; and declaring an emergency.

Background:
An ordinance was prepared to declare a temporary moratorium on the acceptance of new 
applications for processing of and issuance of rezoning requests  and permits, including building 
permits, that would allow for the construction on, the expansion of, or the use of real property 
located in the City of Oklahoma City for data centers. The ordinance also provides an exception 
for certain pending rezoning requests, an appeals process, severability and the declaration of an 
emergency to make the Ordinance immediately effective.

The Oklahoma City Zoning and Planning Code does not currently have a specific use unit or 
regulations identified for data centers.  With the increase of land use for large-scale data centers, 
the potential negative impacts need to be fully explored, including water usage, electrical usage, 
noise issues, infrastructure issues, and various other potential impacts on the citizens of Oklahoma 
City. Additionally, the City is currently updating the Zoning Code and reviewing the City’s zoning 
use units and regulations, including the addition of a use unit for data centers and associated 
components.

The declaration of a temporary moratorium will allow the City Council time to evaluate the full 
scope of the potential impacts of large-scale data centers and to determine the appropriate 
regulations to be applied to the data centers.  

Recommendation: Ordinance be introduced and adopted with an emergency.

ADOPTED WITH EMERGENCY.




	DATA CENTER MORATORIUM ORDINANCE
	CITY COUNCIL Memo
	FINANCIAL IMPACT REPORT



