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Toles has hired attorney Tracy Schu-
macher to represent him. “Our investi-
gation is just beginning,” the attorney
said Thursday.
Cleveland County Associate District

JudgeBethanyStanley issued the emer-
gency order, without hearing from
Toles, as is allowed by law.
The hearing set for Sept. 30 is to de-

cide whether to make the protective or-
der permanent. It is before Special
Judge Bridget Childers.
In a petition for the protective order,

the Moore police officer told the judge
that Toles was a former co-worker and

his misconduct began in May 2022.
“Keith began texting me inappropri-

ate messages about my appearance in
civilian clothing,” she wrote in the pet-
ition. “Keith continued to text inappro-
priate messages so I had my Lieutenant
tell him to stop. Keith apologized then
continued to text me for months.”
She further alleged he emailed her at

work after she blocked him, texted her

from an unknown number and “began
tellingmemywhereabouts suchas ‘I see
you on a traffic stop.’”
TheOklahoman isnot identifying the

officer because it typically does not
name people whomay be victims of ha-
rassment.
Under the emergency order, Toles is

required to immediately surrender all
his firearms to local law enforcement.

Investigator
Continued from Page 4A

TheCity ofOklahomaCity iswarning
residents, developers and business
owners to beware of fraudulent pay-
ment emails.
Some permit or other development

applicants have received scam emails
claiming they owemoney to the City be-
fore their applicationcanbeapprovedor
processed, a City press release warned.
While these messages may look legiti-
mate, and even include information
about an actual project or application,
applicants should verify any unexpect-
ed invoice directly with the City.
“City of OKC invoices will only come

directly from official City sources or di-
rectly from the City staff working with
the applicant,” the news release said.
In-person invoice payments can be

made at the James Couch Municipal
Building, and online payments should
only be made through the OKC Citizen
Portal.

How to detect a potential scam

With the rise of articificial intelli-
gence, phishing scams have become
more and more convincing. The City of
OKC shared a list of cautions to be taken
when receiving emails about City pay-
ments.

h Check the sender’s email address.
Official City of Oklahoma City email ad-

dresses end in @okc.gov. Be cautious of
addresses that look similar but contain
misspellings, extra letters or a different
website domain.

h Be suspicious of urgent payment
requests and/or wire transfers. Scam-
mers may claim a payment must be
made immediately to avoid delays, pen-
alties or denial of an application.

h Don’t rely on how professional an
email looks. Scam emails and invoices
could include the City seal, signatures,
project information and professional
language.

h Be cautious of unusual payment in-
structions. Verify any request to send
money using a payment method or ac-
countyouhavenotpreviouslyusedwith
the City.

h Don’t click unexpected payment
links. Instead, go directly to the City’s
website or payment portal using an ad-
dress you know is legitimate.

h Verify when in doubt. If an invoice
or email seems unusual, contact the
City using the contact information on
OKC.gov rather than replying to the
message or using the phone number
provided in the suspicious email.

Isa Almeida is a trending reporter for
The Oklahoman. Have a story idea for
Isa? She can be reached at ialmei-
da@oklahoman.com or on X/Twitter at
@ialmeidasports. Support Isa’s work
and that of other Oklahoman journal-
ists bypurchasingadigital subscription
today at subscribe.oklahoman.com.

City of OKC warns of phising scams, fraudulent payment requests
Isa Almeida
The Oklahoman
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The polar vortex is taking shape over
theNorth Pole, and it is starting the sea-
son stronger than normal, based on the
latest sub-seasonal forecasts from the
European Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts.
That might sound like a recipe for a

brutally cold winter. It isn’t that simple.
The latest models show the winds

surrounding the polar vortex strength-
ening through October while the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration is forecasting a very strong
El Niño developing in the tropical Pacif-
ic, and the two atmospheric patterns
could play a role in how the winter un-
folds.
Think of the polar vortex as part of

the atmosphere’s system for containing
Arctic air. It is a large-scale circulation
of cold air and strong winds that forms
high in the atmosphere over the Arctic
each winter. When it is strong and sta-
ble, it can help keep the coldest Arctic
air bottled up near the pole. When it
weakens or becomes disrupted, some of
that cold air can move south into the
United States and other parts of the
Northern Hemisphere.
The effects are not automatic: A dis-

ruptedpolar vortexdoesnotmeanevery
part of the United States will turn cold-
er, and a strong vortex does not mean
the country will stay warm.
Most of the attention at this time of

year is on the stratospheric polar vortex,
which forms high above the surface as
the Arctic stratosphere cools. The circu-
lation is strongest when the temper-
ature difference becomes large between
the cold polar region and warmer areas
farther south.
Current forecasts show thepolar vor-

tex becoming stronger than normal in
late September before trending closer to
typical levels in October.
The bigger question for winter is

what happens after that. Long-range
forecasts show the vortex couldweaken
later in the winter, particularly around
January and February. That potential
shift is what meteorologists will be
watching. Digging further into the sci-
ence of Arctic winds: The polar vortex
naturally develops during late summer
and fall as sunlight decreases over the
Arctic and the stratosphere begins to
cool. As that happens, strong winds be-
gin circulating around the polar region
fromwest to east. These are called zonal
winds. They are located about 10 to 30
miles above theNorth Pole, and they are
one of the keymeasurementsmeteorol-
ogists use to track the strength and or-
ganization of the polar vortex.
Recent observations show the 2026-

2027 vortex strengthening as that sea-
sonal cooling getsunderway.NASAdata
analyzed in mid-September showed
winds around 60 degrees north in the
lower stratosphere running above their
long-term average for the date. The re-
turn and strengthening of those west-
to-east winds are part of the normal
seasonal development of the vortex.
The latest European Centre for Medi-
um-Range Weather Forecasts predic-

tion shows the same general trend.
In the latest forecasts, the average

winds strengthen through the fall,
reaching roughly 30 meters per second
around December, before weakening
later in thewinter,when the forecast be-
comes more uncertain.
For now, the important signal is that

the vortex is strengthening as it normal-
ly does during the fall. The bigger ques-
tion is whether it remains strong
throughwinter or becomes significantly
weaker or disrupted later in the season.
By late January, the average in the

newest forecasts falls to roughly 17 to 20
meters per second, and later in the win-
ter it hovers around 10 to 15 meters per
second. Some individual forecasts be-
come much weaker and even dip below
zero, which would indicate the winds
reversing direction. A reversal of those
winds can be associated with a sudden
stratospheric warming, or SSW, amajor
disruption of the polar vortex.
AnSSW is one of themost significant

ways the polar vortex can be disrupted.
During an SSW, temperatures high in
the stratosphere can rise by several tens
of degrees in just a few days. Thewarm-
ing canweaken the vortex, displace it or
split it into separate pieces.
But the phenomenon does not auto-

matically produce a major snowstorm
or prolonged cold wave in the United
States. It doesn’t even necessarilymean

Arctic air will reach the United States.
The changes do not immediately

reach the surface: Stratospheric dis-
turbances can take days to weeks to
propagate downward into the lower
atmosphere. If the disturbance couples
with the tropospheric circulation, it can
help create a pattern that allows colder
Arctic air tomove farther south. And the
eventual weather depends on the larger
atmospheric pattern already in place.
Besides, this winter has another ma-

jor atmospheric player: El Niño.
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center

said Sept. 10 that El Niño is strengthen-
ing, with a greater than 90% chance of a
very strong event during the Northern
Hemisphere fall and winter of 2026-
2027. NOAA also said there is a 75%
chance that the October-December pe-
riodwill reach the threshold for a histor-
ic-strength El Niño based on records
dating to 1950. Strong El Niño events
can alter atmospheric circulation and
influence the jet stream. Research and
seasonal analyses also show that El Ni-
ño can affect the stratospheric circula-
tion through changes in large-scale at-
mospheric waves.
Severe Weather Europe’s long-range

analysis notes that the developing
strong El Niño could help create a pat-
tern favorable for amidwinter polar vor-
tex disruption.
On the other hand, when Arctic air

meets a moisture-rich storm system,
the combination can produce snow-
storms and blizzards. This year, El Niño
can help supply that moisture by
strengthening the southern jet stream
and steering more Pacific moisture into
the United States.

Stronger polar vortex in forecast

Long-range forecasts show the polar vortex could weaken later in the winter, around January and February. LINDSAY DEDARIO/REUTERS FILE

Strong El Niño events can

alter atmospheric circulation

and influence the jet stream.

With El Niño, pattern
could shape this winter

Brandi D. Addison
USA TODAY


